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New Ethics, Society, and Technology Hub

Stanford has launched a new Ethics, Society, and Technology (EST) Hub. The mission of the EST Hub is to deepen Stanford’s strength in ethics and generate a fundamental
shift in how faculty, staff, and students, whatever their disciplinary home, choice of major, and career pathway, think about our role as enablers and shapers of scientific
diccaverv and technolocical chanece in cociety The Hub ics manaeed iointlv by the MeCov Familv Center for Fthics in Societv and the Center for Advanced Studv in the Behaviaral



Degrees Conferred in CS

Trends in Computer Science Degrees Over the 2010s
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Ehe New Hork Times

Tech’s Ethical ‘Dark Side’:
Harvard, Stanford and
Others Want to Address It

r’

Laura Norén, who teaches a data science ethics course at New York University, said, *You can patch the

software, but you can’t patch a person if you, you know, damage someone's reputation,

By Natasha Singer
Feb. 12, 2018 f v = »

Leer en espanol
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CS182: Ethics, Public Policy, and Technological Che

Also Comm 182, Philosophy 82, Political Science 182, Public Policy 182
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WHERE BIG TECH
WENT WRONG
JEMOCRATIC THEORY SN0 HOW WE Can
REEOOT

ROB MEHRAN JEREMY M.
REICH SAHAMI WEIMNSTEIN




WHOSA|D oWhat the 1 nventive ¢

has bestowed upon us in the last hundred
THIS? years could have made human life care
free and happy if the development of the
organizing power of man had been able
to keep step with his technical advances.

As it is, the hardly bought achievements
of the machine age in the hands of our
generation areas dangerous as a razom
the hands of athregrearo | d c hi | d.




ALBERT EINSTEIN,
1932




2P Century Science:
Biotech + Al

The twin revolutions in biotechnology and information technology call into question

nothing less than what it means to be human and the place of humans in the natural
world.

The promise of Al is a world stiperintelligentmachines.

The promise of bioengineering is the deliberate human intervention in the genetic code of
iIndividuals (and other species) and to shape evolution itself.

Both promise to transform what it means to be human.



The Optimization
Mindset

Three Levels of Ethics




Optimization mindset of technologists
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Misunderstanding the Value of
Efficiency
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Everything is an optimization problem

Conclusion: efficiency/optimization are good, even intrinsically good



Three Problems with the
Optimization Mindset

Core Issue: optimization is a means, not an end

1. Problem of bad goals or ends
2. Problem of identifying measurable proxies for good goals
3. Problem of multiple valuable goals
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The Architecture of Evil

On the delusion that technical work is morally neutra

Efficiency and optimization

are not intrinsically good







Facebook VP on Measuring Progress

Source: BuzzFeed News March 2018



